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NASIS 2012
Nebraska Annual Social Indicators Survey
Bureau of Sociological Research
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

We need your help to learn about how
Nebraskans think, feel, and live.
Researchers from the University of Nebraska and
across the state are counting on your help to learn about a variety of issues.
Your responses will help shape program and policy development
in Nebraska now and into the future.

Nebraska Department of Roads
The first questions are about the roads of the state
highway system, not the roads of your city or county.

1. Thinking about the highways in the state of
Nebraska, how satisfied are you with the
"condition" of these roads?
Very satisfied
Somewhat satisfied
Somewhat dissatisfied
Very dissatisfied

2. Thinking of just the major highway routes of the
state, how satisfied are you with snow and ice
removal by the Department of Roads?
Very satisfied
Somewhat satisfied
Somewhat dissatisfied
Very dissatisfied

3. Thinking only of the employees of the Department
of Roads, not those of highway contractors, the
county, or the city, what is your overall impression
of the employees of the Department of Roads?
Very favorable
Favorable
Unfavorable
Very unfavorable

4. Have you had interaction with an employee of the
Department of Roads within the past year?
Yes
No
Go to question #6

5. How courteous was the employee?
Very courteous
Courteous
Not very courteous
Not at all courteous
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6. How much do you agree with the following
statement? The Department of Roads is doing a
good job of building and maintaining the state
highway system.
Strongly agree
Agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Disagree
Strongly disagree

7. Thinking only of state highways, how satisfied are
you with the Department of Roads in providing you
with a safe transportation system?
Very satisfied
Somewhat satisfied
Somewhat dissatisfied
Very dissatisfied

8. How safe do you feel when you have to drive
through a construction work zone on Nebraska
highways?
Very safe
Somewhat safe
Somewhat unsafe
Very unsafe

9. In the past 12 months, have you stopped at one of
Nebraska's I-80 rest areas?
Yes
No
Go to question #11

10. Overall, how satisfied are you with Nebraska's I-80
rest areas?
Very satisfied
Somewhat satisfied
Somewhat dissatisfied
Very dissatisfied

11. Nebraska's 511 Traveler Information System
provides Statewide, up-to-date road and weather
condition information via the Internet and
Telephone. Have you used Nebraska’s 511
Traveler Information System via the Internet?
Yes
No

12. Have you used Nebraska’s 511 Traveler
Information System via the toll-free number?
Yes
No

13. Has information from the 511 system ever affected
your travel plans or caused you to change the
route you took to get to your destination?
Yes
No
Did not use the 511 system

14. How useful was the information you received from
the 511 system?
Very useful
Somewhat useful
Not very useful
Not at all useful
Did not use the 511 system
15. Overall, how would you describe your feelings
about the Department of Roads?
Very positive
Somewhat positive
Somewhat negative
Very negative

Trees and Forests
16. What is the current condition of Nebraska’s forests?
Very poor
Poor
Good
Very good
17. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements about trees and forests.
Strongly
agree
a. Trees are an important part of my home’s
landscape.
b. Trees do not provide health benefits.
c. Trees are a renewable resource.
d. Trees provide energy savings (through reduced
heating and cooling costs).
e. Trees (windbreaks) increase crop yields.
f. Nebraska’s trees and forests create jobs in our
state.
g. Trees play an important role in Nebraska
agriculture.
h. Nebraska’s trees and forests generate income.
i. Trees and forests have always been an important
component of Nebraska’s lands.
j. Trees provide social benefits.
k. It is important that Nebraska’s forests are managed
for multiple benefits.

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Water Planning
18. How familiar are you with water planning in
Nebraska?
Very familiar
Somewhat familiar
Neither familiar nor unfamiliar
Somewhat unfamiliar
Very unfamiliar
19. How familiar are you with the Natural Resource
Districts (NRDs)?
Very familiar
Somewhat familiar
Neither familiar nor unfamiliar
Somewhat unfamiliar
Very unfamiliar
20. How familiar are you with the Nebraska
Department of Natural Resources?
Very familiar
Somewhat familiar
Neither familiar nor unfamiliar
Somewhat unfamiliar
Very unfamiliar
21. How familiar are you with joint and local state
integrated water management plans for
hydrologically connected groundwater and surface
water?
Very familiar
Somewhat familiar
Neither familiar nor unfamiliar
Somewhat unfamiliar
Very unfamiliar

22. Where do you think Nebraska ranks in the nation
in total number of irrigated acres?
Nebraska ranks 1st
Nebraska ranks 3rd
Nebraska ranks 5th
Nebraska ranks 10th
23. What approximate percentage of water taken from
Nebraska’s streams and aquifers each year do you
think is used by cities, villages, and other public
water suppliers?
3%
31%
54%
Don’t know
24. Irrigation accounts for a majority of water
withdrawals in Nebraska.
True
False
Don’t know
25. In your opinion, does Nebraska need a state water
plan to help inform and provide guidance for state
decisions on management of water resources?
Yes
No
No opinion
26. If Nebraska was to create a state water plan, who
should develop it?
A state agency
A state agency and local agencies
Other, specify:
Don’t know

27. If a State water plan were developed, how important or unimportant would each of the following be?
Very
UnVery unimportant Important
Neutral
important important
a. A strong public information
component to inform the public
of water information, issues and
options
b. A method to prioritize study of
water projects and management
options
c. A method to guide State
assistance to local governments
d. A method to make sure all water
issues are addressed
e. A method to better coordinate
activities of the State with local
governments
f. An opportunity to voice my ideas
on water planning
«Random_ID»

Don’t
know

Wind Energy
28. Do you support or oppose wind energy development
in Nebraska?
Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither oppose nor support
Support
Strongly support
Don’t know
29. How likely or unlikely are you to go fishing, hunting,
hiking, bird watching, or engage in other recreational
activities within 1 mile of a wind turbine?
Very unlikely
Somewhat unlikely
Neither unlikely nor likely
Somewhat likely
Very likely
Would not do these activities anywhere
Don’t know
30. How likely or unlikely are you to go fishing, hunting,
hiking, bird watching, or engage in other recreational
activities within sight of a wind turbine?
Very unlikely
Somewhat unlikely
Neither unlikely nor likely
Somewhat likely
Very likely
Would not do these activities anywhere
Don’t know
31. Are you concerned or unconcerned that birds and
bats are killed as a result of wind energy
development?
Very concerned
Somewhat concerned
Neither concerned nor unconcerned
Somewhat unconcerned
Very unconcerned

32. Do you agree or disagree that wind energy facility
(i.e. wind farm) development and operation
should have to take precautions to reduce
impacts on wildlife?
Strongly disagree
Disagree
Neither disagree nor agree
Agree
Strongly agree
Don’t know

33. How likely or unlikely are you to pay $2 more a
month on your electricity bill to support wind
energy development?
Very unlikely
Somewhat unlikely
Neither unlikely nor likely
Somewhat likely
Very likely
Don’t know

34. If wind energy development was planned in a
manner that reduces impacts on wildlife
resources, how likely or unlikely would you be to
pay $2 more per month on your electricity bill to
support wind energy development?
Very unlikely
Somewhat unlikely
Neither unlikely nor likely
Somewhat likely
Very likely
Don’t know

Don’t know
35. How likely or unlikely are you to support the placement of wind turbines on the following…
Neither
Very
Somewhat unlikely Somewhat
unlikely
unlikely
nor likely
likely
Very Likely
a. Croplands
b. Grasslands
c. Wetlands
d. River valleys
e. Recreational lands
f. Residential lands
g. Industrial lands

Don’t
know

Climate Change
36. Personally, how well informed do you feel you
are about how the Earth’s “climate system”
works?
Not at all informed
Not very well informed
Fairly well informed
Very well informed
37. Global warming refers to the idea that the
world’s average temperature has been increasing
over the past 150 years, may be increasing more
in the future, and that the world’s climate may
change as a result.
What do you think? Do you think that global
warming is happening?
Yes, definitely
Yes, probably
No, probably not
No, definitely not

38. On some issues people feel that they have all the
information they need in order to form an
opinion, while on other issues they would like
more information before making up their mind.
For global warming, where would you place
yourself?
I need a lot more information
I need some more information
I need a little more information
I do not need any more information

39. Think about your exposure to information about
climate change in the past year.
How much have you heard or learned about
climate change and related topics (e.g., global
warming, glacial melting) in the past year?
Nothing at all
A little
Some
Quite a bit
A great deal

Don’t know

40. Where have you heard or learned about climate change and related topics?
Indicate the extent to which you heard or learned about climate change and related topics from the following
sources in the past year.
A great
Not at all A little
Some Quite a bit
deal
a. Multimedia (e.g., TV, radio, documentaries, mobile
apps)
b. Social media (e.g., blogs, Facebook, Twitter,
YouTube videos)
c. Text material (e.g., magazines, news articles, books,
journal articles)
d. Social Settings (e.g., conversations with family,
friends, acquaintances)
e. Formal learning (e.g., classes, schools, workshops)
f. Informal learning (e.g., museums, zoos, public
events)
g. Work situations (e.g., at work, or as part of work
that you do)
h. Community situations (e.g., clubs or groups to which
you belong)
i. Other, specify:
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41. Please indicate whether you think the following are True or False.
Definitely Probably Probably Definitely
false
false
true
true
a. Increased carbon dioxide and other gases released
into the atmosphere will, if unchecked, lead to
global climate change.

Don’t
know

b. Human activity, including industry and
transportation, is a significant cause of climate
change.
c. If global warming occurs, it will increase crop yields
in some places, and decrease it in others.
d. Currently observed climate change is mostly due to
normal climate patterns.
e. The Earth’s climate is warmer now than it has ever
been before.
f. Compared to the climate of the past one million
years, the last 10,000 have been unusually warm
and stable.
g. If humankind suddenly stopped producing carbon
dioxide today, climate change and global warming
would still continue for many years.
h. Over time, any climate change that happens will be
more beneficial than harmful.

42. According to recent surveys, what is the approximate percentage of all climate scientists that think that the
global climate is warming due to human actions?

%

(0 - 100%)

43. People disagree about how the climate system works. Which one of the five descriptions best describes how you
think the climate system works?
Gradual: Earth’s climate is slow to change. If global warming occurs, it will gradually lead to dangerous
effects.
Fragile: Earth’s climate is delicately balanced. Small amounts of global warming will have abrupt and
catastrophic effects.
Stable: Earth’s climate is very stable. If global warming occurs, it will have little to no effects.
Threshold: Earth’s climate is stable within limits. If global warming is small, climate will return to a stable
balance. If it is large, there will be dangerous effects.
Random: Earth’s climate is random and unpredictable. We do not know what will happen.
44. Public opinion polling has shown that when it comes to climate change, the population is roughly divided into
the following 6 different categories. Right now, which descriptor best describes how you feel about climate
change?
Alarmed
Concerned
Cautious
Disengaged
Doubtful
Dismissive
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45. In your opinion, what is the risk of climate change exerting a significant impact on…
No risk at A slight A moderate A high A very high
all
risk
risk
risk
risk
a. public health in your region?
b. economic development in your region?
c. nature, that is, the natural environment in your
region?

46. Please indicate the extent to which you do the following:
Not at all

A little

Some

Quite a bit

A great
deal

a. Learn about the ways in which climate patterns may
change in the future (e.g., over the next 2-50 years)
b. Use information about how climate may change
(e.g., over the next 2-50 years) in my decisions at
work in my profession/occupation
c. Use information about how climate may change
(e.g., over the next 2-50 years) in my personal
decisions (e.g., home improvement decisions,
investments decisions, choice of where I live/work)
d. Work with other groups in my community to
prepare for the risks of climate change
e. Do my part to try to reduce carbon dioxide
emissions (e.g., recycle, drive less, use less energy,
consider environmental impact of food choices)
f. Support lower prices for types of energy and other
consumer goods that do not contribute to climate
change
g. Support higher prices for types of energy and other
consumer goods that contribute to climate change

Trust
47. Please indicate the extent in which you trust or distrust the following groups of people.
Somewhat
Somewhat
Trust
trust
Not sure distrust Distrust
a. How much do you trust your neighbor?
b. How much would you say you trust other people in
your community?
c. How much do you trust other people in Nebraska?
d. How much do you trust other people in the United
States
e. How much do you trust people from other
countries?

Impressions of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
48. Now we have some questions about your impressions of the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. Please tell us
how much you agree or disagree with each of the following statements.
Strongly
Strongly
disagree Disagree Neutral
Agree
agree
a. If I had the opportunity, I would encourage high
school students to attend UNL over other colleges
and universities.
b. Considering the costs and benefits, a UNL degree is
a great value.
c. Undergraduate students at UNL benefit from faculty
research.
d. There is an academic benefit to moving to the BIG
TEN conference.

Policies
49. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements.
Strongly
agree
Agree
a. Whether to have an abortion is a strictly private
decision, which the government should not try to
regulate in one way or another.
b. The United States should increase spending for military
defense.
c. The country would be better off if we had strict gun
control laws.
d. The public schools should conduct prayers as part of
their official business.
e. Sex education classes taught by qualified teachers
should be offered to students in all public schools.
f. During bad times the poor should take care of
themselves.

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Don’t
know

g. Government should reduce services rather than raise
taxes.

Sex Offenders
The next questions are about female sex offenders.
50. Do you think females commit sex crimes?
Yes
No
Go to question #60
51. In most cases, who do you think the victims of
female sex offenders tend to be:
Children under 12 years of age
Teenagers (13-19)
Adults over 19 years of age
Other, specify:
Don’t know
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52. What types of crimes do female sex offenders
commit?
Forcible rape
Fondling
Child molestation
Other, specify:
Don’t know

53. Female sex offenders commit sex offenses
because they:
Have psychological disorders
Need affection
Have low self-esteem
Have mental health problems
Lack self-control
Other, specify:
All of these are reasons why female
offenders commit sex crimes
Don’t know
54. Should communities be notified of convicted
female sex offenders living in the community?
Yes
No
Don’t know
55. Would you take some preventative action if a
female sex offender lived in your neighborhood?
Yes
No
Don’t know
56. If yes, what preventative action would you take?

57. How old is the typical female sex offender?
A juvenile below nineteen years of age
In her twenties
In her thirties
In her forties
Over fifty years of age
Can be any age
Don’t know
For the following questions please state the extent to
which you agree or disagree.
58. Female sex crimes are less serious than sex crimes
committed by men.
Strongly agree
Agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Disagree
Strongly disagree
Don’t know

59. Female sex offenders are treated leniently by the
criminal justice system.
Strongly agree
Agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Disagree
Strongly disagree
Don’t know

About Your Household
Please indicate if each of the following statements is
true or false.
60. There are 25 or more books in your home right
now.
True
False

61. There is a variety of magazines and other reading
materials in your home.
True
False

62. What is your current marital or relationship
status?
Married
Married, living apart
Not married but living with
partner (cohabiting)
Never married
Divorced
Go to Question #64
Widowed
Separated

63. Does your spouse or partner typically work fulltime, part-time, go to school, keep house, or
something else? (Check all that apply)
Working a full-time job (35 hours or more)
Working a part-time job(s)
With a job, but not at work (due to illness,
vacation, strike)
Unemployed, laid off, looking for work
Retired
In school
Keeping house
Disabled
Other, specify:

64. Are you still living in the same residence as you
were 2 years ago?
Yes
No

66. Including yourself, how many adults age 19 and
older live in your household?

65. Do you live on a farm, in open country but not on
a farm, or in a town or city?
Farm
Open country, but not a farm
Town or city

67. How many children ages:
(Please write “0” if none.)
a. 5 and younger live in your
household?

adults (age 19 and older)

b. 6 to 12 live in your household?
c. 13 to 18 live in your household?

68. For each of the people who are living or staying at your residence, including yourself, please provide initials,
relationship to you, date of birth, and sex in the spaces below.
You

Person 2

Person 3

Your Initials:

Initials:

Initials:

Relationship to you:
SELF

Relationship to you:

Relationship to you:

Your date of birth:

Date of birth:

Date of birth:

MM

/

DD

/

YYYY

Your sex:
Male
Female

MM

/

DD

/

YYYY

Sex:

MM

/

DD

/

YYYY

Sex:
Male
Female

Person 4

Male
Female

Person 5

Person 6

Initials:

Initials:

Initials:

Relationship to you:

Relationship to you:

Relationship to you:

Date of birth:

Date of birth:

Date of birth:

MM

/

DD

Sex:

/

YYYY

MM

/

DD

Sex:
Male
Female

/

YYYY

MM

/

DD

Sex:
Male
Female

Male
Female

/

YYYY

Home and Finances

73. During the past 12 months, how much difficulty
have you had paying your bills?
A great deal of difficulty

69. Do you or some member of your household own
your home outright, buying it, or renting?
Own outright
Buying (paying a mortgage)
Renting
Provided as part of job/wages
Other, specify:

Quite a bit of difficulty
Some difficulty
A little difficulty
No difficulty at all

74. Think again over the past 12 months. Generally,
at the end of each month did you end up with:
70. Which of the following comes closest to the kind
of housing unit you now live in?
Detached single family house
Mobile home
Townhouse/Condominium
Apartment/Duplex
Other, specify:

71. How many years have you lived in this county?
(Please enter “0” if less than 1 year.)
year(s)

More than enough money left
Some money left over
Just enough to make ends meet
Almost enough to make ends meet
Not enough to make ends meet

75. Overall, how satisfied are you with your current
financial situation?
Very satisfied
Satisfied
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Dissatisfied

72. Please indicate the category that describes your
total family income in the last 12 months.
Under $5,000
$5,000 to $9,999
$10,000 to $14,999
$15,000 to $19,999
$20,000 to $24,999
$25,000 to $29,999
$30,000 to $39,999
$40,000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $59,999
$60,000 to $74,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$100,000 or more

Very dissatisfied

76. What about your financial prospects? Do you feel
that you are better off this year than you were
two years ago at this time, about the same, or
worse off?
Better
Same
Worse
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The following statements concern your family’s
financial situation. For each statement, please
indicate how much you agree or disagree.

77. My family has enough money to afford the kind
of home we need.
Strongly agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
Don’t know

78. We have enough money to afford the kind of
clothing we need.
Strongly agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
Don’t know

79. We have enough money to afford the kind of
food we need.
Strongly agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
Don’t know

80. We have enough money to afford the kind of
medical care we need.
Strongly agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
Don’t know

«Random_ID»

Personal Feelings
81. Now we have some statements about how you
might have felt during the past week. Below,
please indicate the number of days in the past
week, including today, that:
a. You felt sad.

days (0-7)

b. You felt hopeful about the future.

days (0-7)

c. You felt you were as good as other
people.

days (0-7)

d. You felt bothered by things that
usually don’t bother you.

days (0-7)

e. You felt lonely.

days (0-7)

f. You had trouble keeping your
mind on what you were doing.

days (0-7)

g. You felt that everything you did
was an effort.

days (0-7)

h. You felt fearful.

days (0-7)

i. You talked less than usual.

days (0-7)

j. You felt depressed.

days (0-7)

k. You did not feel like eating; your
appetite was poor.

days (0-7)

l. You felt that you could not shake
off the blues even with the help of
family or friends.

days (0-7)

m. Your sleep was restless.

days (0-7)

n. You could not get “going.”

days (0-7)

About Yourself
82. Are you:
Male
Female
83. Were you born in Nebraska, another state, or a
foreign country?
Nebraska
Another state
Foreign country
84. Do you consider yourself to be Hispanic or
Latino/a?
Yes
No
85. What race or races do you consider yourself to be?
(Check all that apply)
White (Caucasian)
Black or African American
Asian
American Indian or Alaska Native
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
Other race(s), please specify:

86. With regard to the English language, how well do
you understand it when it is spoken to you?
Very well
Well
Not well
Not at all
87. With regard to the English language, how well do
you read it?
Very well
Well
Not well
Not at all
88. With regard to the English language, how well do
you write it?
Very well
Well
Not well
Not at all

89. What is the highest degree you have attained?
No diploma
High School Diploma/GED
Some college, but no degree
Technical/Associate/Junior College (2yr,LPN)
Bachelor’s Degree (4 yr, BA, BS, RN)
Graduate Degree (Masters, PhD, Law,
Medicine)

90. Have you or has anyone in your household ever
attended the University of Nebraska-Lincoln?
Yes
No

91. Do you typically work full-time, part-time, go to
school, keep house, or something else? (Check all
that apply)
Working a full-time job (35 hours or more)
Working a part-time job(s)
Unemployed, laid off, looking for
work
Retired
In school
Go to
Keeping house
#94
Disabled
Other, specify:

92. How satisfied are you with your job?
Very satisfied
Satisfied
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Dissatisfied
Very dissatisfied

93. During the average week, how many hours do you
usually work, NOT including the time you travel to
and from work? (In the box below, write the total
hours worked including any second jobs.)
average total hours per week

94. Do you play any of the following roles in your
community? (Check all that apply)
K-12 educator
Science teacher/educator
Agriculture teacher/educator
Rural community member
Farmer/Rancher/Ag Producer
City or Town official (volunteer or paid)
Other, specify:
95. Liberal and conservative are terms often used to
describe people’s beliefs about politics and
government. In general, do you see yourself
politically as very liberal, liberal, middle-of-theroad, conservative, very conservative, or
something else?
Very liberal
Liberal
Middle-of-the-road
Conservative
Very conservative
Other, specify:
96. Generally speaking, do you consider yourself a
Democrat, a Republican, an Independent, or
something else?
Democrat
Republican
Independent
Other, specify:
97. Do you consider yourself to be Protestant,
Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, or something else?
Protestant
Catholic
Jewish
Muslim
Go to
None (no religion)
#99
Other, specify:

98. Within the Protestant faith, do you consider
yourself to be:
Evangelical Protestant
Fundamentalist Protestant
Mainline Protestant
Liberal Protestant
Other, specify:

99. How often do you attend religious services?
Several times a week
Once a week
Nearly every week
About once a month
Several times a year
About once a year
Less than once a year
Never

100. In general, how do your religious or spiritual
beliefs influence your daily life?
Very much
Quite a bit
Some
A little
None
Doesn’t apply, not religious or spiritual

101. In what year were you born?

1 9

102. Would you say that your overall health and well
being is excellent, good, fair or poor?
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor

103. Do you smoke cigarettes?
Yes
No

104. In the past year, have you been a victim the of
any crime?
Yes
No

105. What is your current zip code?

Please use the space below to provide any comments or feedback.

Thank you!
That completes our questions. We greatly appreciate the time you have taken to complete this
survey. For your convenience, please use the postage-paid return envelope included in your survey
packet to return your questionnaire to the Bureau of Sociological Research.
Questions or requests from this survey can be directed to:
Bureau of Sociological Research
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
301 Benton Hall
PO Box 886102
Lincoln, NE 68588-6102
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Phone: 1-800-480-4549 (toll free)
E-mail: bosr@unl.edu

